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1 way please i hs 1 to ftir up for 3 
ITreating the Purpoſe at greater ſer 
length. But not to Inſiſt further up- | - _ 
on any thing Preliminary, the Me- b 
EM thod which 1 propoſe towards the de 
more clear Repreſenting of my Senti- | 
miments on the Head, ſhall be, namely, 4 
tft. To lay down ſome great and impor- | 
Tant Truths, for 4 Foundation of the fol. 
8 towing Super firuftare, which is teſt oped || 
to be raiſed upon them, 2dly."Twould | 
#ncliue aiftinttly 10 repreſent both that 
mich we jeild, or maj concede to our An- 
I goniſts; and l theways, that which they 
either do 5614. to us, or, at leaſt, may be 
Tegan ly preſumed 'thty will not dare to 
dem. zlly. It wil be proper to Explain 1 
; THR erms, and upon 4 uſt Expoſition of 
hn, 10 "Found: the true State ＋ the 
Marte, under Debate betwi xt us. Aly. | 
Hereapon Jome Arguments are 2 be ad- 
7 duced for, evincing our received Senti- 
ments in this Matter; aud theſe are to be 
Ve | 7 «rn from that which 165 5 yy Mo fog be 9 1 2 
E _— 4;ainſt . nne, 
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ducible from the Light of Nature, o 


which ſome Glimmerings remain in 
I our fallen Eſtate; and ſuch as ſufft. 
dees to afford ſtrong and ſolid Grounds, 
_ Foms whence our indiſpenſible 'Tyes: 


to acknowledge a Deity, as aforeſaid, 
may be without difficulty, and yet 


|  irrelragably evinced. Hence the re:. 

ceived Sentimenrs, and Practice of all 

| Nations, even the moſt Savage a- 
14 mongſt them, concur to make out 

| E 1 and therefore I ſhall not 


urther inſiſt upon. it. We read in 


aſſaulted Jonah, That the 
Heathen Marioners were 4 Jon 1. 35. 

125 and cried every one unto 

his Gad. 

aal. Tho? the Light. of Nat 
eh that God. is to be We, 
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the Account. of that. Storm, POR 


1. Prayer is a ſpecial and princi- 5 
pal Part of natural Worſhip ; I un- 
a that Worſhip, the Obligati- 335 
on unto which, is fairly and eaſtly de- 
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and, in particular to be Adored by: bi 


Prayer; yet theſe Glimmerings give u 
us no juſt Account, M HO, the true 
God is, nor in what Manner he is to 
be Adored. . But theſe, and all ſuch | 
Defects, are fully ſupplied — revea= | w 
led Light as now. recorded in the | b⸗ 
written Word, and hence it is, that ge 
the whole, belonging unto this, and. . an 
other Duties of Worſhip, is to be or- Sc 
dered according unto that alone and 
perfect Rule. This is manifeſt witng I 
reſpect to the Subſtance of the Duties | ur 
themſelves; and even the Geſture or | for 
bother Circumſtances, are to be mea- loi 
ſured either by expreſs Inſtitution N. 
and Example, or according unto theſe tif 
general Rules of Order and Decency, | he 
V Which are laid down in, fr; 
19 Mat. 15. 8, and founded upon, or, at ſhi 
3 4% leaſt, are agreeable unto the w: 
23 alone Rule; other ways our hir 
„ Worſhip is vain. For what vat 
concerneth ſuch Circumſtances as are | fla 
common tg the Ads of Worſhip with cot 
other more ordinary Actions, vthe: | we 
5 N hinge 1 


* tu of our D 1 "depen not 
upon theſe: And as the Light of 
Nature may afford ſufficientGrounds 
for any thing, which we own in 
Matters of ſo remote a Nature; fo 
We are ſatisfied, if need be, to De⸗ | 
hate this according untothe 
general Rules of Order 1 Cr. 14. 
. and Decency, which the . 
Scripture Ds: . on, 

zah. In our Primitive Eſtate, 5 
| This Divine Worſhip was Natural 
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unto us; that is, a compleat fittedneſss 


for, and the delicious Exerciſe of it, be- 
longed to the conſtitution offlumane 
Nature in its original ſtate, as beau- 
tifyed with the Lords Image. And 


hence no more was neceſſary to our 


firſt Parents in that Eſtate, for wor- 
ſhipping the Lord, and 
walking acceptably before Gen. 1,36. 
him, fave a benign preſer- 2 3. 10. 
vation of them in that E- 2 | 
Bate, together with that 
conduct, and theſe influences which 
were aoedful for carrying them. 125 | 
£0 yg? War 


T 6) 
. ward in their delicious courſe of wor: | os 
| ſhip and obedience. 1 

** Every Elect perſon, being the 

5uftified by Faith, is by a new create 1 

ing, converting, and regenerating lat 

change reſtored into that Eſtate, from 

whence we fell in our firſt Parents, 1 

And as the ground Work of this Re- 

ſtauration is laid in the new Birth, 

or new Creation, ſo the Fabrick is 

advanced by degrees in a progreſſive 8 

courſe of Sanctification. Beyond all 

manner of. doubt the Ele& and Ran- 

ſomed of the Lord are, and ſhall be 

as throughly reſtored, and ſaved by 
tte laſt Adam as we all * 

* Rom. 5, deſtroyed, and ruined our 

from verſe ſelves by our ſin and fall in 

15.21, 22, the firſt; but this Salvati- 

= > onis wrought only in the 

Lord's way, as the ſame is 
particularly and largely declared in 
the word. 

50. The Bleſſed Relations into ; 
which all and each of the Lord's E- 
bet are * by this new * 

on 


©... "£9. 3535 
J on (and in which they ſhall be con- 
= 9 towards the Lord Jeſus as 
» | the laſt Adam, who ſtood, and never 
I did, nor could fall; theſe happy Re- 
; lations,. I fay, are very near. 

: The ſweeteſt, cloſſeſt, and moſt 
; intimat, which can have Place a- 
* | mongſt Creatures are adhi- 
> "| bired in* Scripture to illu- Job. 15.1, 
| firate them, and yet are af 9 45 
but dark and mean Reſem-, , 1 * 
blances of the ſame. Theſe 20, 21, 22. 
4 of the Vine, and the in- Cal. 2. 19. 
* | grafted Branches, the Foun- Ex 74.5. 2 
I dation, and Superſtructure, of a; bor 
the Head, and Members, Husband, 
and Wife, are known; not to Aſſign 
I more. L only repreſent, that the U- 
I nion, Fellowſhip, and Intimacy, 
which belongeth yh theſe Relations, 
' || whenrightly ſtated amongſt Crea- 


| tures, is far ſurmounted. in; Ns caſe; 
= j but ini a Way, Which becometh the 
Divine Glory, and is ſuitable unto 
; 1 the IO 1 bene Wor "Os He 
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c 8 5. 
60% a align and yer 
[9 4 Grace, a Native fittednefs 
for all the D Duties of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, belongeth unto, and is inlaid 
with the very nature of theſe Rela- 
tions. It is manifeſt, that near and 
intimat Fellowſhip, is even eſſential 
to them, as they are rightly ſtated 
among Creatures; and much more 


is it fo, as they have place in a more 


noble way towards the een f 
0 
But more eloſly to our preſent 
purpoſe, it is, in a peculiar manner, 
to be obſerved, that every one, yea 
even the weakeſt, and ineaneſt of 
the Children of God, are, by Rege- 
neration, and Adoption Enabled, 
Enclined, and determined to the pleas 
_ fant duty of Prayer, which becomes 
(with reſpect to the new Nature) 
even Natural unto them; being, as 
ir were, the very Breath of the Nen 1 
Creature! It is Natural 
Lis! 11. and; kindly for Children ſo 
* to * — * Fa- 2 


"224 
3» C3. 
ks 3 * * A 
*- Boy s 4 
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rents; and incomparably Swester are. 

theſe Breathings of the Spirit of Ado-, 
ption, by. which the Lord's Children 
do, in a holy, humble and reverential, = 

and yet in a kindly Man-. - 

| ner, cry * Abba ers 1857 Rom. & Ml 

| cauſe. ye are Sons, God hath ., "> 

E 2 orth the Spirit of his Son N55 4 6. by 
into 7 Hearts, crying, Abba, 8 —_— 

1 By Yet, in regard of our obnoxi- mn 

| ouſneſs ro-Straying, and that, if left 

to ourſelves, we would ſtray,and de- 
part from our Lord for ever; it hath. 
pleaſcd him, by the Goſpel Covenant, 

J ro enſure unto his Children, the In. 
fluences, and Conduct of 175 
his Word and Spirit, to be 25 59.21. 

continued ene un- 275 N32 
to the end: And it is in 5 
this way, that their Cics 8 B | 
and Graces, are, preſerved, ..... | 
drawn forth, and increaſed, : a8, in . 

ther Duties, ſo * parti ai hot bees 5 

Þ larly, in Prayer... Neither > Row. 8 3 
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enjoyed according to their Progreſs) 


* Rem. 8 all * led by his Spirit; and 
14. Cv. 9. if any Man have not the 


may ſo deſign it. 
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lowing Particdlars. 


whether Reformers, or others, who 
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ſigns, which ſeveral Orthod 
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of them, but is in its. Nature com- 
mon to them all, (tho? more, or leſs - 


for the Lord's Children are 


Spirit of Chriſt he. is none of his. So 
much ſhall ſerve in ſhort for the 1/t 
Head, namely, The Foundation upon 
which I raiſe the enſuing Fabrick, if I 


I proceed to the next, viz. To ac- 
count for ſome things, which are yeilded 
mutually on either Hand, or, at leaſt, 


would grant; and to begin with that 
which I ſhall willingly concede to our An- 
tagoniſts, I repreſent for this effect the fol. 


fl. T ſhall be very loath to think 
too harſhly of ſome worthy Perſons, 


compoſed or compiled Forms of Pray- 
er, and other Duties of Worſhip, I 


ox Di- 


3 not the Singleneſs of theſe 
Mm vines 


| _ 11 1 | "== 
vines propoſed to themſelves in this 
Undertaking ; tho? yer, upon the 
Neareſt views I ever could reach, I 
muſt ſay, that their Performances 
with reſpect unto Forms, fink far be- 
low theſe greater Atchievements, 
which they were honoured to elle- 1 
ctuate in other Matters. 2 
24ly, Neither do I doubt, bat that _— 
ſome Forms have been and may de 
uſed by divers ſincerely; all are not 
: equally Stated, nor enjoy the ſame 
I Advantages with reference unto the 
| knowledge, and uſe of our Chriftian 
Liberty in Matters of this ſort. Due 
conſideration ought till to be had of 
JF different Perſons, Places, Means, Cu- 
I ſtoms, Education, and other Things 4 
| of the like Nature : All which ought 
to be weighed in an equal Ballance, _ 
in order to a due Temper with re- 
ſpe& unto that, which is proper to be 
determined on 'the Head. I am af- 
fraid to Judge raſhly, and deſire to 
live under a believing Senſe of our 
N 9 of ſuch 1 ae 
an 
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and ſhall endeavour, through 


lar. 7. 1. his Grace; to guard againſt 


Extremes of whatſoever 
_ 34dhy, I deſign not to call in Que- 
ſtion the protitable Uſe of divers 


Forms, in a more dark and infant 
 Effate of the Churches of Chriſt; 
when riſing out of the Duſt, and be- 


ginning to lift up the Head from un. 


der the Yoak of Babylon and Egypt: 


Such a low Eſtate may require theſe 


Helps, Which neither are Neceſſary, 
nor could be juſtly Uſed, under a 


clearer Sun-ſhine of Goſpel Light. 


Crutches are needful when Weakneſs - 
or Lameneſs require them; yet it were 


improper for the more Healthful and || 


Vigorous to make Uſe of ſuch Aids. 


And moreover, I ſhall not Debate 


their Uſefulneſs towards Entring th 4 | 
more Rude and Ignorant, upon that 


great and important Duty, ſtil] YoVi- F 
ding that they ſubſiſt not in theſe lower 


Ways, but labour through —- 
Grace to preſs forward. Ch 6. 1. 
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41h. I am likeways fatisfied a- 
bout the neceſſity, or at leaſt, the 
expediency and uſeſulneſs of Dire- 
ctories for ſocial Prayer; whether 

more Solemn , or in Families: I 
ſay Social Prayer, not entirely ſe- 

_ cluding that which is ſecret; but 
becauſe theſe were more ſecret out- 
gaings of the Soul towards God in 
Chriſt, are not in their nature cap- 
able of ſuch Directions, which yet 

may be propoſed. more fitly for joint 

Worſhip, eſpecially in Congregati- 
ons: But ſtill it muſt be provided 
that theſe Directories be not carried 
to the length oſ unwarrantable Im- 
poſition, whether as to Matter or 
words. And it were neceſſary that. 

| they ſhould be both rightly ad 

F} juſted as to the things in a ſuitable- 

II neſs unto the written word, which is 

our alone Rule; and that they be 

C alſo agreed upon by the Repreſenta- - 

tives, and Office- bearers of Ortho- 

dex and Reformed Churches. 
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So much ſhall ſerve for conceſſions 
on my part. With refer-nce unto that 
which is yielded by our Antagoniſts, 
I can fay but little, being much a 
Stranger to Matter of FaQ in the 
Caſe; and ſo far as I have ever read 
or heard from them, I could not hi- 
therto underſtand what they truely 
deſign : For as much as, they ſpeak 
very looſly, and incoherently upon 
the head; ſometimes allowing more, 
and then again retraQing what they 
had allowed; which inconſiſtency I 
am afraid may be the reſult of the 
various ſwayings of Inclination and 
Intereſt on their part ; and for what 
I have hitherto Learned, I truly 
think, that they rather make it their 
buſineſs to except and object againſt 
our received Sentiments and Practice, 
than fairly and clearly to condeſcend 
upon ſuch plain Poſitions as they will 

own and ſtand to in theſe Debates: for 

my part, I could never hitherto ob- 
ſerye ſuch fair and candid dealing in 
one or other of them; for e es 

> hs A ey 


. 
they plead only for the lawfulneſs of 
ſer Forms, and yet, notwithſtanding of 
\ this ſeeming temper, they are at pains 
lat other times, to amaſs, repreſent and 
inforce all poſſible Arguments for 
the neceſſity of their Forms. Ne- 
vertheleſs when J conſider and com- 
pare the Practices of our own Prela- 
tical Country-men,and do further re- 
view the Matter it ſelf, I think I 
may condeſcend upon' the following 
particulars as Conceſſions, if not di- 
rect, yet at leaſt conſequential on 


kJ n 


their T | | 
1ſt. That it is lawful to Pray, 
and go about other Acts of Worſhip 
without a preſcribed Form; They 
themſelves have ordinarly done fo, 
and I think would have perſiſted ; 
but that the new mode is thought to 
ſerve their turn better: Neverthe- 
leſs it were adviſable, that ſome of 
them continued in the old, until they 
were better acquainted with the 
new faſhion,” of Which I could give 


Documents were it needful. 
CY ER _ 


1 \ A 7 , 
: " . * 1 \ 2 r \ 
* "> : 8 . 1 1 Fe 
Wy x 
1 2 AM 23 Thad 8 13 * 


= WW] 
os q 
5 

3 


n 
r 
y n 
3 
A „ 


* * 
— aa 


n — 
a . ©: 
I P's. & » 


wh 


Re ob i ag 


* * ; 
* p *® 
I tr fin apt? * 
* : 


1 
N. 


00 = 


1 


6 n 
1 
«„ N 2 * 


6. the t end- deepe ft Import; | 
and go Near to them fig the moſt 


* 


that the rea 


weigh ty Concerns of the 'gtear Salva- 5 
tion. n 
dl. I expect that our Antagoniſts 


wil, at leaſt, allow Prayer Without 


a pr reſeribed Form in extraordinary 
Caſes; I think it were hard to limit 
us to ſet Forms in Caſes of extreme 
Trouble and Neceſſity by extraordi- 
nary Dangers, or under the like ur- 

ent and fur iſing Difficulties. And 

owe the Charity, even to! fome of 


the moſt Wicked and Profligat; that, 


in ſuch Extremities, they would rea- 
dily be at no great demurr, to think 
kn ng or « repeating of a 

Form, in ſuth'a preſfing ng def mant 
junctüre, would be a very empty, 

ormal and ſuperficial Buſineſs : And 
What if no Farms could be ws 
ſuiting the Caſe; muſt Pra yer b e o- 


mitted on that Head, anche the 


Strait and Danger be? Or; What if 
we hive no Form by Heart, And can 
not Ban the Time or Conveniency, 
9 8 rhich 


. 


which were neceſſary for reading 
ſome one or other, ſhall the Duty be 


laid aſide on theſe Accounts? I would 

expect that an awakened Conſcience, 

in ſuch or the like Exigence, would 

readily Cure the Itch of Forms in the 
greateſt of our Formaliſts. 


40. I preſume that our Adverſa- 


ries will not adventure to bind every 


one in all Caſes, and without diſtin- 


Ction unto theſe preſcribed Forms: I 
think not they will dare to Aſſert, 
that all even the moſt Judicious and 


Experienced, do ſtand in need of 
them, or, at leaſt, do equally want 


them. They owe the Charity, or ra- 
ther the Juſtice, unto ſome, who are 


more Eminent in Gifts and Graces, as 


to be ſatisfied that ſuch Perſons want 
them not, and may Exerciſe freely 
their Gifts and Graces, which the 
Lord hath beſtowed, as it pleaſes 
him, of his free Mercy to enable them. 
And if ſo, why may not others en- 
deavour to learn, and fo, through 
Grace, to preſs forward in a way of 
V aſpiring 

| -w 


— 


aſpiring towards the like Spiritual 


dexterity ? But more of this in the 


Argumentative part of the preſent 
Eſſay, and ſo much ſhall ſuffice for 


Conceſſions, if not more explicite and 
allowed, yet ſuch as are of a 


yn 
1 guns ſo plain and evident, that 1 


ear them not upon the Matter. 
It now followeth in the Method 


propoſed; that I give the Senſe of 
{me Terms ordinarly adhibited, and 


which are of neceſſary Uſe in this De- 
bate; and that I further Premiſe 


8 ſome few Conſiderations, which may 


ſerve towards a more clear fixing the 
true State of the Controverſy betwixt 


them and us. | 


1/f. As to the Term -PRATE * 
both Word and Thing. I incline not, 
nor were it proper to be very particu- 


to the Account given in our Confe 
ſion of Faith and Catechiſms, the re- 


ceived Standard of that Doctrine, 
which we own in this Church; and 


accordingly I repreſent, That Projer: 


2 5 * 
7 \ 
. — \ 


20, N 


is an offering up M our Deſires unto God, 8 


| 2 the Name of Chriſt, by the help of bis 


Spirit, with Confeſſion of our Sius, and. 


+ a Acknowledgment of his Mercies. 
2aly. J muſt needs detect a great 


7 Miſtake of our Antagoniſts, who ſtill 
deſign Prayer without a Form, by 


the invidious Name of Extemporary 
Prayer, which as underſtood by them, 
would plainly Import an inaccount- 


able Regardleſneſs of the Majeſty of 


that God whom we Adore, as if we 
taught or owned ſuch an Indifferen- 


cy about our humbling our ſelves be- 


fore him, in this pleafant and weighty 
Exerciſe, as would intirely ſeclude all 
Previous Concern about the Thing. 
I muſt fay, 


drefing 


That we have not ſo learned 
| (rift We believe and profeſs, that 
=. it is our indiſpenſible Du- 
3 Reel. I: ty, To: keep the Fot when we 
"IFC go ta the Houſe of God, and 
* 2 to adventure upon the Per- 
formance; of any. Religious Duty 
Wwhatſoever, and, in a peculiar Man- 
| Fre to att 3 in our Ad- 
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» | dreſſing of our ſelves, more immedi- 
5 | atly and ſolemnly to one God in three 
{ | Perſons as revealed in the Goſpel, 
J Io indeed acknowledge,. that with 
t | too many, it is ſo in effect as they 
| | repreſent ; but do peremptorily deny 
that it ought to be fo, or that they 
/ | who truely fear the Lord (when du- 
| ly pondering. the thing) will own 
- | ſuch (extemporary effuſions in the 
F | ſenſe which our Adverſaries aſcribe 
TL RO MGR. 
Ihe true ſtate of the Caſe. is this, 
Namely, That the Matter of Prayer 
is of ſuch a nature as doth in ſome 
Imeeaſure, even ſwallow. up theſe who 
are Exerciſed to Godlineſs; and is the 
ordinary buſineſs. of their deepeſt 
thoughts, and moſt affecting con-. 
ern Throughout the courſe of their 
I theſe things, is ſecretly and Fäarneſt- 
e breached” forth; unto. che Lord, 
even from, the HTO 9h cher gearts 
in the,, progreſs, of, tbein Chrinian 
courſe, and When they are about 
0 . n their 3 
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their lawful ſecular Aﬀatrs. And as 
they who fear the Lord long much 
for time and opportunity, - but eſpe- 
cially for the influences of Heaven, 
that they may pour out their hearts 
to him in a more ſtated way; fo I 
muſt ſay that neither the matter, 
nor the words are uſually new, and 
extemporary with them, yet ſtill 
with an entire and becoming defe- 


rence to the Spirit of God, to furniſh 


new Matter, Words, and every thing 
yoh.z.8. 28 ſhall ſeem good in his fight, 
.S. For as the wind blowerh where it 
lifteth ; ſo the influences of the Lord's 
Spirit, through the channel of the 
word, are wholly free. This Wiſ- 


dom's ; Children know and find, tho? 


other vain pretenders will little re- 


gard theſe Matters, being Strangers 


to ſuch a concetn in their own Souls. 


From all this it is evident that the 


dangerous conſequences wherewith 
they 


ſon be re 


Form 


= us may with good rea- 
rted upon themſelves, for 
or it is plain, that he who has a 
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Form of Prayer at hand, is more - 
likely to make raſh approaches to 
the Throne, then he who finds him- 
I ſelf 2 to lay his Soul open to 
| | the preſent aſſiſtance and influence of 
the Spirit for the acceptable perfor- 
I Dey, ET. 
diy. I think it neceſſary to remove 
4 little of the Ambiguity as to the 
term Form, and Praying by a Set 
Form. I underſtand by the Forms 
under our preſent conſideration (and 
the common ule beareth ſo much) 
namely, a continued Repetition of 
the ſame words, and in the ſame or- 
der, whether Matter and Words be 
contrived by our ſelves, or impoſed 
upon us by other Men. And there- 
fore the Pſalms, and other Scriptural 
Songs cannot juſtly be claſſed a- 
mongſt theſe Forms now under De- 
bate, ſeing the purpoſes and words 
are appointed us by the Lord, and 
alſo yield a great variety; ſo that 
we have rich and plentiſul Matter 
for a fit choice, in a ſuitableneſs 1225 
| N Fs .. - the 


We / 
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tze reſpective caſes of Perſons and 
Societies. And moreover it is fur- | 
ther to be confidered, that we are 
allowed to expreſs our Prayers and 


Acknowledgments of Mercies in 
other words, as it may pleaſe our 


- gracious Lord to direct and furnifh ; 
Cal 3.16. fill providing that the whole 
1 be ordered in a ſuitableneſs 


10. 


unto the alone perfect Rule. In 


. 


like manner, our joining in Prayer 


with one, who ſpeaketh in the name 
of the whole Company, is not 4 


i 


plained; "tho? in ſuch a caſe, neithet 


the Matter, nor the words be pro: 


berly ours ar that time, bur given by | 
he Lord, and for us, according to 
his own Inftitution, tho? the ma- 


maginent be attended with ſinful 
weakneſſes on our part. Never: 
theleſs, it is manifeſt in the caſe, 


and in the diſcharge of the du- 
ty in this manner that we ate happi- 
ly freed from the Nauſeous and 
blunting Repetition of the ſame pur- 
| Fo does 2 
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Ii poſes and words, and in the ſame ofs 
Ii der, and do injoy the bleſſed oppor- 
Ii tunity of committing by Faith of the 
'F inſtitution and promiſe, the whole of 
the conduct unto the free Spirit of 
God, both as toMatter, Words, Diſpo- 
ſition of our hearts, and every thing 
| which belongeth unto the pleaſant 
: Duty. a So 3 1 W * 
A4. I would. premiſe that no- 
thing extraordinary is pretended, 
from the priviledge of the Lord's 
guiding his Children in this pleaſant 
Duty of Prayer, and in others the 
like, which belong unto their Chri- 
ſtian Work, as it hath pleaſed the 
I Lord ſeverally to poſt them. It is 
one of the clear and eſſential Bleſſings 


of the Gofpel Covenant, to be leh Fe 
Aays 


| | the Spirit of the Lord in the Mas 
of Truth and Holineſs, chalked *out 


-joyeth. more ordeſs of this: Neither 
1s any thing ſingular owned, of; *ad 
'vanced in this Matter: "Hence t 
Cavil 14 | £m PE. and, ifgnii . 
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in the Word, and every Believer iu. 
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tot worſe, vie. That the owning of 
che Conduct of the Lord's Spirit in 
that or other duties, would infer 
| ſomewhat ſpecial and extraordinary, 
beyond the, ordinary ſize of chele . 
Who are Exerciſed to Godlineſs, and 
imply a pretence to infallibility. 
Such ſilly Cavils do ſcarcely deſerve 
any ſerious notice. * Þ 
00. I premiſe, That tho ſome- NF 
what were allowed with reſpe& to 
the different Oeconomy of. the Goſ- 
pel Covenant, under the Old and 
New Teſtaments ; as that one Co- 
venant is differently Adminiſtred 
under theſe ſeveral Diſpenſations, and 
that tho the Lord had preſcribed the þ 
words . themſelves as they ly, to be 
uſed. at certain times under the firſt | 
and more, dark.of theſe Diſpenſati- | 


ons, ag at che lifting, and ſettleing of 
the Apk, . the offering of the firſt | 


8 cee more ſolemn Blefling of | 
 _ *occaſigns, Nevertheleſs I affirm that Þ t! 


+ thing can be thence deduced ro | 


- 
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the advantage of their Cauſe. For 
1/t, The Church was then like an 
Heir under Age, and the OEcono- 
my more low, and in ſeveral things, 
ſervile than the more free and happy 


Nate of the New Teſtament Church 


could well allow, ſee Gal. 4. 1, 2, 3, 
4. 240). The: Matter and occaſions 
of theſe words were moſtly peculiar 
unto that People, and to the OEco- 
nomy of that time, and therefore 


cannot juſtly be drawn into conſe- 


quence, with reſpect to an Admini- 


ftration of a quite different nature, 
and a great deal more free. 3d. 
If the uſe of theſe words as they ly in 


the Text was commanded, it was 
injoined by the Lord himſelf, and 


gives no handle for human impoſiti- 
ons. 4%). The occaſions of moſt 


of theſe alledged Forms occurred not 
frequently, and were in a manner 
new at the time of their rechITIOgs 
beſides that I ſee no ground to think, 


chat they were ſo confined unto the 
| words; as to be ſecluded from 
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= (128) TY 
ther liberty and inlargement. Nei- || 
ther can they infer a reſtriction from F 
the word( (ay) ſeing diverſe paſſages of .. 
the Old Teſtament repeated in the {| 
New, with the word (/aying) prefixed 
are yet repreſented in the words diffe- 


1 
- | a, 


. 


rent from theſe contained in the Old. 
comp. Act. 28.26, 27. with I/. 6. 9, 10. H 
After theſe Premiſes, I ſhall now I © 
ſtate the coptroverſy betwixt our | t 
Antagoniſts and us, which, I judge, 
conſiſteth preciſely in theſe two eſpe- I 
cial Points, 1/7. Whether ever, and t 
chiefly under the more clear and free 0 
Diſpenſation of the New Teſtament, .Y 
the Lord hath Impowered any Per- 1 
ſon, or Perſons, who may have. the A 


overſight of the Church or State, to 
injoin Forms of Prayer, or of any 
other part or parts of Divine Reli- 
gious Worſhip, in Publick, Private 
or Secret, and toe confine us to Mat- 


ter, Order and Words of theſe pre- 
ſeribed Forms, with Reſpective Cer- 


tifications, if we tranſgreſs ſuch ap- 
pointments? 20. Whether in caſe of 


* A * » 3 "So Þ 122 883 3 5 5 
ern e000 
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* 
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W * 
. | 
Perſons their uſing the beft adjuſted 
of theſe Forms, tor their help, as.to 
Matter, Words and Order in Pu- 
blick, Private, or ſecret, it be juſt 


„ and la ul for "them to atria them- 


ſelves unto theſe Forms, without 
preſſing after a free and more un- 


| _ hampered per formance of theſe reſpe- 


ctive Duties, as it may pleaſe the Lord 
to furniſh, direct and influence them? 
I own the N egative in both theſe 
Points, and our Adverſaries aſſert 
the Affirmative, or at leaſt do bend 
ſtrongly that way, and would ſay 
more, and, I think, would ſpeak 
more reſolutly, were Matters ſtated 
at greater Advantages with them. 
And tho? the Buſineſs of Probati- 
on, would more regularly belong to 


ts them, for as much as it is the Aﬀirm- 


ersProvince to give theReaſons of his 
Affirmation; yet I offer the follow- 
ing proofs ; ſo far as the nature of a 
Negative Poſition can conveniently 
allow. And with reſpect to the firſt 
r 1 'L = eſent that who- 

ſoever 


ſoever pretends to be inveſted with 


Io great a Power, and in a Matter of 


ſueh weight, and ſo nearly touching 
the Conſciences of Men, ought to 
ſhew his Commiſſion for that effect. 


Tf any acclaim ſuch a Superiority not A 


only over private Chriſtians, bur alſo 


the Overſeers of the Churches of 


Chriſt, as to diſpoſe and regulate 
their Worthip, and that 1n a very ab- 


ſolute way, he muſt not take it in ill 
part, that we enquire into his .cre- 


Hentials, and call for the documents 
of ſo great a Truſt. All Religious 


Duties, yea and every thing 


Rem. 14 elſe which is required of us, 
26. Heb. muſt be performed in Faith, 
Fuck ſeing whatſoever is not of 
Faith is Sin: Now it is manifeſt that 
Divine Faith can find no - footing, 
Nor have any true and ſolide ground 


ſave on a Divine Warrand, recorded 


in the now written and compleat 
Canon, and moreover it muſt have 
the — ement of a gracious 
Promiſe, or · Pro 
1 15 through 
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through Chriſt in cn nude way To 

5 according to his word: 'otherways. i : 
KK wear without the Lord's wank; 

and in a manner deſtitute of his gras 

cious promiſe, our Worſhip is ws; 4 
and deteſtable; ne ſbem or i 
ſelves therein 70 be the" Sep- Gal. 0 

wants of Men, and not of *the' } gat Ko '*% 
living. and the God, All 9 08 = 

this 1 I might inforce more particu- | 

larly, and clearly from diverſe paſ: 
ſages of Scripture, but I incline not 
to be prolix, and ſhall only quote 
ſome of theſe paſſages, viz. Matth. 

15. 8, 9. J. 29. 13. Col. 2. 23. 884 
from which and more fuch hke, I 
might raiſe diverſe Arguments; yet 
ſeing the conſequence will be aboun- 
dantly plain unto any diſcernin 
Per ſon, from that which I have juff 
now hinted, I. ſuperſede the Labour 
and proceed to 4 ſecond Argument 
for evincing the received Sentimefits 
of this Church upon the Head. 
239. Sach a Worſhip'as our Ad- 5 
| verſaties plead: for, ineroacherl ma. 
* 5 5 nifeſtl 1 , 


n 
5 A 2 * 
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(C22 )) =" 
nifeſtly, and in a very grievous. way; | - 
upon the Office and proper W ork of f 
the Holy Spirit (who is one God tt. 
with the Father and the Son) in the 4 
OEconomy of Salvation, and for 1 


1Cor.12. 


1 Hoh) Gboſt. From hence Ithus argue. 


erh unto our Prayers ;,, and'conle- | | 
5 « W 2 1 
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equently for any other duty of Wor- 
4 fhip, and the concerns thereof. 1 
| fink oge chat che. Rrength of uhis 
Argument can poſſibly be cluded: 
Nevertheleſs I ſhall ingenuouſly re- 
preſent. the utmoſt, Ch: to my 
knowledge, ever hath been, er can 
be excepted againſt it. And as to 
. the major or firlt propoſition, name- 
ly: that whoſoever is required to 
Fray in the Holy Ghoſt, muſt 'by 
Faith. look out for and expect 
. whatſoever: belongeth unto Prayer, 
intirely ſrom him, in the way wheres 
in he hath promiſed to beſtow it. 1 
bow not of any thing that can be 
faid, which 5 5 not afterwards c- 
cur in the proſecution of the contro- 
verſy. I would think that the expo- 
ſition of Praying in the Holy 'Ghoſt, 
© which J adduce, is very, clear, and 
y which is 


agreeable to the ſimplicity 


Holy Choſt, is ſo to Pray, and con- 
, 
Religious Y elite 30 lar way | 
= num 


9 | ; | 


* 


. 


to look out by Faith, towards the 


28 of Chriſt, for the whole 5 
our Worſhip and Duty. Hence that 
is a Praying, or performing of other 
Religious Duties, in the Holy Ghoſt, 
namely, a performing of them ſo, 
that the Holy Spirit is the Author 
unto him that Prayeth, or is exerciſ- 
ed in other Religious Duties, both 
of thoughts, Affections, Words, and 
every thing elſe : or the Worker and 
ekciter of Faith, and the other 
Graces of the Spirit, which. 


b 1 15. 85 57 him, And drawn furt! 


"= Cor. 3.5. 


Jed. | into exerciſe by his influ- cape 


©. "ences. T acknowledge that 
we. mingle. in à great deal I our 
3 droſs or refuſe with Prayer, and 
every other Religious Duty; but this 
J afſert, that whatſoever is right 
and acceptable to the Lord in theſe 
Duties, is only and intirely a Produck 
of the Spin of God, who yet 1s N 
ed to give his poor Children the ho- 
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him 1 * requires that our 


7 INE be towards him, and not to 
5 any Creature for help in chat Duty. 
"= As to the Minor or ſecond. propoſiti- 
= on, namely, T hat weareall re 

# ed to Pray in the Holy 


It may be, and is excepted ae 
it, chat Praying in the Holy Ghoſt 
Was proper unto the Apoſtles and 
- | others, who were extraordinarly in- 
ſpired in the Primitive Times of the 
Chriſtian Church, and having ceaſed 
with the extraordinary diſpenſation, 
which was peculiar unto theſe Times; 
it ought not to be expected in a 
more ordinary ſtate, of che Church. 
But this Cavil is eaſily taken off, be- 
ing evidently oppoſite to the ſcope ür 
the words, with the nature of that, 
and other Religious Duties in them- 
4 ſelves 1 rely as 4 be made 
out articular 'an at | 
; leng \P Eur ca not 1 Fo d6,v.20. 
| 1 only the Text refells it clear- 
| K „Aer as mych . as this Praying in 
he. I . Ghol oft is 5 there ee as | 
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the proper, Principal, and abſolutely 
neceſſarly mean for Believers, their 


building up themſelves in their moſt | | 


| Holy Faith, and I cannot think that 


our Antagoniſts will make ſaving 
Faith peculiar unto the Primitive 
Times, and that extraordinary diſ- 


penſation. And hence argue, 


MW Whatſvever is a mean of abſolute 


neceſſity, for the maintaining of a 


common Priviledge and Duty of Be- 


| lievers, muſt needs be of equal extent 
with that Duty and Priviledge. 
But Praying in the Holy Ghoſt is 
—_—. EY 


, * 


Ihberefore it muſt needs be of e- 
. 

But I weary to take notice of ſuch 
empty Foolleries. The whole con- 
text is undoubtedly common to the 


Lord's Children in every Seaſon to 


a part of whom he directs this Epiſtle 


and > gives the Bxhortation) "RI 


Their bu 
the Holy Ghoſt, keeping themfely 


In 


. 


0 


—_ wo l 


building up, en ves ih 
th, . Praying” in 
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in the Love of God, waiting for the 
Mercy of the Lord Jefus unto Eter- 
nal Life. Tho yet I chearfully ac- 
| knowledge, that the degree in all 
theſe, was much greater in the Pri- 
mitive Times than now it is in ſuch 
a, degenerate: and declining Age. 
Moreover the exception refutes its 


elf, which I inſtruct from a Prin- 


ciple manifeſt in common ſenſe, as 
wellas evident in and from the word. 
'viz. Whereſoever the defects ate 
greateſt, the inſtituted means for 
ſupplying theſe defects are of the 


greateſt neceſſity and uſe; but in a 


degenerate ſtate of the Church, the 


defects for Praying and performing 
other Religious Duties aright are 
greateſt, and therefore the inſtituted 


8 elps are of the ; greater neceſſity. 


No doubt, I think, can be moved 
as to the Major or firſt propoſition, 


and the ſecond propoſition or aſſum- 
Ption is of equal evidence, and 


thereſore.to repreſent the Whole ii a 
compend : (ſeing a further arguing 
5 | would 


7 ; 


„ 


would require more werds) 1 ; 


the greater that theſe wants b 


. neceſſity of having ſuch Breathings 


only fay that all our wants and un- 
fit neſſes tor Prayer, are only made up 
by the Lord's breathings through the 
channel of the Word; and therefore 


and infſuences is the more evident; 


therefore we are required (and bleſ- 
{ed be the Lord that we have ſuffi- 


. cient ground) to attend upon him 


for ſupplying of theſe wants by his 


Word and Spirit, and thus inſtru- 
iz us to Pray in the Holy Ghoſt. 


And ſo much the more that the de- 


generacy of the Age is great. I can- 
not underſtand — 

oppoſition unto this, wert it be a 
meer pet itio principii, or a beggin 
that which is under debate, by T 
Hedging that we have no better 1 5 


10 look out for, then from their 5 1 
ſcribed Forms. But 2d). To. rein- | 


it force the Argument, it is to be far- 
Ig 888 en, "ow the . is 85 
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C3999) 
figned in Scripture, The 4022 


Spirit of Grace and Sup- alis 2 18. 


> up | . which is a propheſy _ 


ſpecting directly the ſtate of the 
Church of Chriſt,” under the New 
Teſtament as. appeareth from the 


connection- e . 
And for underſtanding wha ma 3 9 
be obviouſly: deduced from: this pal. =_ 


fage of Scripture,” in a ſuitableneſs 


to our purpoſe,” theſe things: AY be 


conſidered as therein implyed. f. 


That becauſe he is the Spirit of Grace Le 
and Supplications, we owe it as a Fr 


piece of Homage unto him (who is 
one God with the Father and the 


Son) namely, by Faith, to look out 


1 


towards him, and from him to ex 
pect the influences of his Grace; for 
that Which belongs unto the Duty, 

and in the way wherein he 1 


eth theſeinfluences, name- „ a 15. 21. OY 


1 ly, chr ough: the C hannel 25 
of his Bleſſed | Word; 5 and 

5 the Sceriptur 
ſpecia ; _ in the) a 
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Ti) ' 
Salvation, according to the, Goſpel | 
Covenant; neither are even Believ- 
ers ſufficient of themſelves, as of 
themſelves, to think any. | 
Jer. 10. thing, or to peform this or 
24. 20. any duty acceptably to the 


5 3. . Lord, without theſe Brea- 


things of the Spirit of 


Chriſt, 24 j.. His deſigning himſelf 
the ſpirit of Grace and Supplica- 
tions, affordeth good and ſuffl- 
cient ground and abundance of en- 
couragement, for the exerciſe of 
Faith under Heavens influences in 
this reſpect. And with reference to 
theſe grounds, the Believer is to. 
look up to him for being fitted, fur- 
niſhed, and drawn out to Supplica- 
tions, and to every other Duty by. 


his beſtowing Matter, Words, Frame, 


” 
7 


and whatſoever belongeth to a right 
performance of the ſame, 34%. To, 

clear further the ſtrength of ſuch Ar- 
guments, as may be eaſily dedueed 
om chis ground or founta in, let it 


be carefully adverteꝗ ta, that the 


— 
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ſpel i . Spalt! is called tlie Spirit of Sup: 
eu. plications in the ſame manner where- 


of ia he is ſtiled the Spirit of 


ny Grace, and the Spirit of (ney " 


or, Faith. Now it is manifeſt 73: oY 85 
the | beyond control, that he is 8 


ca- ſo the Spirit of Faith, and — all the 


of | reſt of the Graces, as to 
(elf | be only and intirely the Heb 12 


ca- Author of theſe Graces, and that in 
Ms. a Way ſecluſive of all Creatures, Who 


en- | cinnot beſtow. the leaſt degree of. 


of: chem. ker: 8 all are the product of 
ower by a. New. Crea-: 


in Omnipotent | 
to, ton, and thus they have their being 


ur- ech and drawn-furth ; into exerciſe by 


ca- him, and only by him; and feing he 
by. is. faid; as with the fame breath, and 
me, in the fame manner to be the Spirit 
cht. ef Supplications, it is manifeſt that 
To, theonly way, which he bath ap- 
\r- | pointed for Praying arightg is to ex- 


pect theſe Supplications, and what- 


] e | ſens him. But it is excented that 
F 1 


1 fam the Spiritcof. God; are: preſerv- 


foover belongeth unto them only 


"VO F 
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many of the preſcribed Forms of 


Prayer oonſiſt of Scriptural expreſſi- 


ons, and of ſpecial parts of Scripture, 


fitly choſen and adapted for the uſe, 


according unto the ſcope and reſpe- 
Qive occaſions of Prayer and other 


Religious Duties, to which they re- 


late, and conſequently we have here 


the Spirit and Word of God in Con- 


junctiòn, aceording to that which is 


pPieaded by the adduced Arguments. 


To take off this Cavil, I enquire. by 


what Authority are theſe places ſe- 
vered from other places of Scripture, 
dea more agre cable to the reſpective A 
Occa ſions, and who gave any Crea- 


ture Power to confine us unto ſuch 


direction in Prayer and other Duties 


of Worſhip, as it may pleaſe himſelf. 
to lead us to it, or to any part of it, 


whoſe iworkings are altogether in, 


ſeparated, and ſometimes ill choſen 

Portions of the Word? Our bleſſed 

Lord has given the whole word, 
both for the Matter of, and for our 


ES (WE 
aànd who graciouſly beſtoweth his in- 
lightening and ſtrengthening influ- 
ences through that channel. Now 
feing the Lord hath dealt ſo liberal- 
ly with us (yet in ſuch a manner as 
to oblige us to an intire dependance 
upon himſelf) what intolerable pre- 
ſumprion is it in any Creature What- 
ſoever, to retrench this liberty? 
Hereupon TI poſitively aſſert, that 
upon any attempt of that nature, the 
Duty is clear and indi ſpenfible, viz. 
That we ought to ftand faſt to the 
” | Hiberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
i us free, and not to ſuffer our ſelves 
to be intangled with any contra- 
ry yoke of bondage, in the wrea- 
thing of which yoke about our 
necks, the impoſer as he is ty- 
rannical, ſo he manifeſtly aſſumes 
the place of the Spirit of Supplicati- 
ons, in as far as he preſcribes the Mat- 
ter and Words of our Prayers. And 
Moreover adh. I repreſent that it is 
not within the reach of the Perſon 
| himſelf who offers up Prayers and 


— 


. 


: Supplications unto Be 1 and far 
leis ofany other Creature to take 
out; and adapt the particular places 
of Scripture to the near concerns and 
circumſtances of his caſe, this be- 
longeth only unto the Spirit of God; 
and therefore we ought to have our 
eyes only towards the Lord for doing 
it. If our Antagoniſts except. 240). 
That theſe influences he gives as the 
Spirit of Grace and Supplications 
ſhould be looked for in their way, 
namely, in the uſe of Forms pre- 
ſcribed by them ; I rejoin. 1. Be- 
ſides that this is a meer begging of 


the queſtion, they muſt inſtruct their u 
exception from the word, and make u 
it out, that theſe Forms are preſct̃ib- 4 
ed by the Spirit of God, ſo as to ſet tl 
them a part, to: be the channel C 
through which he will convey the | n 
influencesof his Grace, in a ſuitable- li 
neſs untè every circumſtanced ca ſę d. 
of his People; which ſure I am is I { 


impoſſible. 2dly, I would have it I fr 
en that the ie Spirit of God IN 
I J. 


is called in · the word, the free Spirit, 
who therefore ought not to be ſtinted 
in his Communications, either as to 
words or Matter, Manner or Frame 
of. Soul. Dyhold me 7 . 
thy free Spirit. Where the Pſ-$1.12. 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is F = 8. 
Liberty. But if that hold 755 1 
which our Adverſaries al 
e ; ledge, we cannot look upon him as a 
s free Sprit, with reſpect unto the Du- 
„ || tys of Worſhip, and his influenceing 
- - || unto the ſame; for by their. Hypo- 
- |. thefis, litle or no liberty is left un- 
f to us, or unto the Spirit of God, but 
I upon the contrary, we are enſlaved 
unto a great number of unwarrant- 
able reſtrictions and limitations, and 
the inlarged views of the purchaſe of 
Chriſt and the Promiſes of his Cove- 
nant, which lay a foundation for the 
liberty, whereof he is the Author, 
do not in the uſe of ſet Forms, pre- 
ſcribed by men, give that illimited 
freedom in Prayer, or other parts of 
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1 


indulge us with. 340. 1 further ar- 
güe partly to confirm the premiſſes, 


as alſo by adhibiting a new Medium) 
from the known paſſage, Rom. 8. 26. 
The Spirit helpeth our Infirmities, for 


we. know not what we ſhould Pray for as 


we ought, but the Spirit himſelf maketh 


znterceſſion for us, with groanings which © 


cannot be uttered, In which remark- 
able paſſage, theſe two things are 


aſſerted clearly: 1/. Our utter in- 


ſufficiency for any thing which be- 


 longeth to the duty; We know not. iſ: 
What we ſhould Pray for as we 


ought. 2aly. We have it there taught 
us in what way we are only to ex- 


pe& our being fitted, furniſhed and 


drawn forth to a right performance 


of the Duty, iz. by the Spirit his 
making interceſſion for us. From 
both which I reaſon thus plainly and | 


- categorically, viz. 


That which we are required to 


elk and expect only from the Lord's 
Spirit, his working as ir plea ſeth h 


£0 


ation, as is that of the Goſpel doth 


im 


Omer 228 


Town 


to beſtow his influences by the ward, 


we are not to look out for by Forms 


Which are preſcribed by Men. 


But we are to ſeck and expect all 


that. belongs unto Prayer and other 


Religious Duties only from the Spirit 


of God, as aforeſaid. 


Therefore we are not to attend for 
this by the uſe of Forms preſerib'd 
by Men. With reſpe& to theſe, the 


Formaliſts know 8 to ask which 
is a direct contradiction to the Apo- 


ſtle. I think not that the Major, or. 
firſt propoſition will be called in que- 
ſtion, viz. That which we are re- 
quired to ſeek, and expect only from 


the Lord's Spirit, his working as it 


plea ſeth him to beſtow his in uences. 


by the word, we are not to wait for 


byForms which Men preſcribe. And 
if it be called in queſtion, the falſe- 


hood and fooliſhneſs. of that .Cavil 
would be eaſily perceived, by : any dif- 
cerning Perſon, even at the firſt 


S 2 if —_ 


view. As to the Minor or ſecond ; 


bropaſitian, vis. I hat we are to 


Rn | beck 
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CE Y | 
Fel and expect all that belongs nals 8 
Prayer and other Religious Duties, 
© from the Sprit of God as a fore! 
| aid, if they except. I/. That this 
Argument intrencheth upon that 


which was allowed in the conceſſi- 
ons, wherein it was yeilded that the 
uſe of Forms is not ſimply unlawful, 
ſeing Children or Beginners may 
uſe them as heſps. I Reply, That 
theſe Conceſſions have no tendency 
to aſtrict us to any Form of Humane 
Impoſition, ſo as to preclude the free 
| ſaggeſtions and aſſiſtance of the Spi- 
rit which is the Matter in cantro- 
verſy, if the Lord carry us off from 
them all, it is ſo much the better; 
Tho Children or others more rude 
may endea vour to take ſome help of 
that nature. 240). It is to be advert- 
ed to, that as the, Lord's Children, 
becauſe his Children are indued with 
and influenced by the Spirit of A-" 
doption ; ſo they will accordingly 
depend upon him, and intertain all” 
'j, _ cqntrary lunitings of the Holy *X 
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unt of yrael with a juſt Deteſtation. 2400 
ties, | "They except that the Words confide- 
ore* | ted aright, fpeak out a far different 
this | Thing from what we would, draw 
that from them, and that they do indeed 
effi- | teach the Matter of our Prayers, and 
the” | alſo-the Manner, viz. the Temper 
ful, of our Hearts; but that Words are 
day nat meant, appeareth from what fol- 
hat loweth; viz. That he maketh Interceſt 
ncy: | on for is with Groans which capnot be ut- 
ane ¶ tered, | I reply, That this Exception 
ree' | with many others, is moſt n 
Pl-' taken of by the learned Author of 
ro- the True Nos. Conformiſt in his Atifwer 
om de the Dialegiſt, and particularly in 
; his Remarks upon the Ffih Dialqgur 
ide || throughout. And moreover, 1. 1 
* wel inquire by what Right doth our Ex- 
rt- | cepter or any other, who may there- 
in concur with him, I fay by what 
Right do they ſever the Matter and 
and Words in this important Duty ? 
Are we then in our Approaches to 
che Throne of Grace, to expect the 
ne: | Matter of our Prayers from che Lord., 
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P 
(which the Paſſage plainly bears, 
and the Exception grants) but we 
may not expreſs that Matter in the 
Words which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth, but muſt adhibite the Words 
which we find in Set Forms for that 
effect; and if ſo, we muſt ſeek the 
Matter from the Lord, and be behol- 
den unto Men for Words. But not 
to infiſt long upon ſuch a triffling 
Scuffle, I would repreſent x//. That 
Words and Matter ſhould anſwer 
one another with all poſſible cloſeneſs, 
and who could take it upon him, to 
give and adapt Words unto that 
| Matter, which the Spirit of the Lord 
is pleaſed to furniſh in a ſuitableneſs 
unto the circumſtanced Caſes of Per- 
ſons, who alone or together Addreſs 
themſelves unto the Lord by Prayer. 
Aſſuredly none can know the Mat- 
ter before it be expreſſed in Prayer, 
{ave only the Perſon. unto whom it 
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geſt Words, fave he alone who fur- 
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1s r= and therefore none can ſug- 


niſheth the Matter. 2dly. When the 
1 8 1 
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1s. | Believer, in the Exerciſe of favins 
Faith, getteth Matter from the Spi- 
he | Fit of God, it is his way alſo to fur” 
ch. niſh him with pertinent Words, ei” 
rds ther Scriptural, or ſuch as are very 
hat Significant, agreeable unto, and foun- 
the ded upon the Scriptures. The Paſ- 
10l. | fage is ſweet and clear to this purpoſe, 
N Joh. 2. 27. The Anointing which ye | 
have recived of him abideth in you, and 
hat De med not, that any Man teach you ; 
but as the ſame Anointing 
teacheth you of all things, I. 32. 4. 
to ! Our gracious Lord mak- — 
nat eth the Heart of the Raſh to underſtand 
knowledge, and the Tongue of the Stam- 
merer to ſpeak plainly or elegantly, as the 
Original bears, Thus we may have, 
and do find ground and incourage- 
ment to expect both the Matter and 
Words from the Lord in his own way. 
As to what follows in the Text, viz. 
| The Spirit maketh Interceſſion for us with 
| Groanings which cannot be uttered, or 
(as the Original beareth) azattered, 
the Exception hath no Ground, or 
31> -  —|" 2 os 


Colour from thence: Seeing 1ſt. It 
may be often inconvenient, and would 
not ſerve for any good and edifying 


VUſe, if every part of that Matter, 


which the Lord's Spirit affords, were 
cloathed with Words, eſpecially when 
the Duty is gone about in concur- 
rence with others, and therefore un- 


muttered Groans are neceffary in this 


Cafe. But further 24ly. There is no 
ſhadow of Ground to underſtand theſe 
Groans, in ſuch a manner as intirely 
to exclude Words, For beyond all 
manner of doubt, when the Lord's 
Spirit affordeth us Matter, he alto 
inableth us-in ſome meaſure, to ex- 
preſs that Matter by Words. And if 
it be inquired, how then {hall weun- 
derſtand Groans unùttered, or which 
cannot be uttered ? 5 
I anſwer that tho Words be uſed, 
yet ſometimes the Matter of Præyer 
is of ſuch a depth and fublimity, as 
far exceeds all poſſibility of being ade- 
quately expreſſed by Words, and the 
lelt Operations of the Spirit called 
EE 7} | here 


here, Groans are of fo large an ex- 


O Economy of Salvation! 


e 
tent that the moſt ſignificant ex- 
preſſions fall ſhort of that fulneſs of 


fene chat is in them, and thercfore 


the Prayer conſiſts more in Sighs and 
Groans than in Words. Moreover 
J add that ſuch deep and great Mat- 
ter which the Spirit of God declares 
unutterable cannot be rightly ex- 
reſt by Forms which Men impoſe. 
That criminal daring is it for a 


ſhorr- ſighted Creature to pretend to 


a ſhare of the Glory of the Lord's 


Spirit in that great and glorious 


Work - appropriated to him in the 
zaty. I 


further argue from the nature of the 


Duty it ſelf in its ſeveral Parts, and 


whether performed in ſecxet, or with 
others, and ſhall endeavour to  thew, 


that a pretcribing of Forms is con- 


trary unto, and of a tendency de- 
ſtructive of the Spirituality of that 
part, and conſequently of the _— 
parts of Religious Worſhip. 
which * 1 propoſe this clear — 
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10 God. Where it is clear, that we 


r 8 14 


„„ 
general Argument, not inclining to 
deſcend into a great variety of par- 
ticulars, which yet would afford 

good ſtore of Arguments to evince 

the truth, for which I contend, but 
am loath that this diſcourſe ſhould 
{well into a bulk too great. The Ar- 
gument is this. v. | ; 
Tha Worſhip which ought to ſuit, 
& go to the detail of the great varie- 
ty of circumftances and caſes of the 
Worſhippers,cannot betyed to Forms 


by Men impoſed, 


But our Worſhip ought to be ſuch, 

Therefore it cannot be tyed unto 
Forms by Men impoſed. 

For the Minor or ſecond Propoſiti- 
tion, namely, that our Worſhip 
ought to be ſuch, I hardly think that 
any will have the impudence to de- 
ny it, and if they do, it may be eaſi- 
ly inſtructed from Phil. 4. 6. Be care- 
ful for nothing, but in every thing by 
Prayer and Supplication with thunſgtv- 
ing, let your requeſts be made known un- 


are 


Worſhippers cannot 


% 
- , 
, __ 


( 55) 


are injoin ed to have our requeſts 28 
particular as the exigencies of our 


Caſe are, and that the one muſt be 
commenſurat to the other, for Pray- 


er and Supplication are there pre- 


ſcribed as the proper mean for over- 
coming all vexatious cares, and ſup- 


plying all our wants, which a gene- 
ral requeſt can never be. The Ma- 


jor or. firſt Propoſition, viz. That 


Worſhip which ought to ſuite and 


go to the detail of the great variety 
of the circumſtances and Caſes of the 
be tyed to 
Forms by Men impoſed, may be 
ſhortly inftrneted in this manner, 


VIZ, 


A ftate which is various and often 
varieth, cannot be ſuited by ſtinted 


Forms which vary not. 


But ſuch is the ſtate of all Wor- 


ſhippers within the limits of time. 


Therefore it cannot be ſuited by 
reſtricted Forms which vary not. 
The Major or firſt Propoſition is 


clear, ſeing a thing which ſtill vari- 


2 
2 —— N 
: 3 


th; "OP another which is gil fi 1. 


(56) 


cannot ſuite one another. The 


nor of the Proſy llogiſme is Matter of 

Fact. If it be excepted that ſome- * 
times a change is made in Forms by 
Authority, as the circumſtanced |} 
Caſes of the People may require. 1 


Anſwer. 1. That changes of Forms 
that are the ſtandard of > eftabliſh- 
ed National Worſhip, are very rare, 


Witneſs (with reſpect to Eagland) 


their adhereing to their Service (as 
they call it) aga inſt all the grave and 
weighty Arguments that have been 
from time to time advanced by Ho- 


neſt Diſſenters, fearing, torſooth that 


if the ſmalleſt pin of theirconſtitu- 
tion therein he loaſened, the whole 


Fabrick may fall. 200% As many 


changes as are made are as ſo many 
Arguments for M hat I have advanc- 
ed.; for as much as they; bear this 
general truth, wag, hat our Wor- 
ſhip ought to ſuite che circumſtanced 
Caſes of Wor A and therefore 


Y _ "Wands de to be varied as 
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+ theſe circumſtances change; and it is 
an aſſured and manifeft truth, that 
the changes of the circumſtanced 
'F caſes of Worſhippers are much great- 
er, and more frequent than can be 
fitly reached by ſome litle additions 
or alterations, which are made at 
times, by Authority of whatſoever 
ſort, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, whoſe 
right and intereſt in theſe Matters, 
Jam not concerned to enquire into 
at this time; yea I can boldly aſſert, 
that tho a Society of the ableſt Di- 
vines and Politicians of the Nations. 
were creQed into a Court of Form- 
Makers, ſuch is the infinite variety, 
of different Diſpenſations of Pros. 
vidence with reſpect to that Church 
or Nation, that it were impoſſible 
for them by their utmoſt * diligence. 
Jand carefulneſs to furniſh any com- 
petent number of proportionable 
And for the Minor or ſecond Pro. 
polition, viz. That the ſtate of all 
Worſhippers within the limits of _ 
N H time 


wa 


time is various, tho it be Matter of 
Fact, which cannot be regularly dif- | 
puted, except the Fack were denyed, ; 
yet I could very confidently referr « 
the whole Affair unto any, who hath } 
the leaſt ſenſe of Religion, or ac- | 
quaintance with the ſpirituality of | 
Worſhip, who all will grant eaſil7 | 

p 

; 

£ 


and without any demurr, that the 
) eaſes of the Worſhippers do often }J 
change, and are much altered one 
; way and another in a very ſmall | 
1 Fer. 1 ſpace of time. They who 
ll. | 7 know that the heart is | 
"Will * deceitful above all things, and deſpe- } 


£ 


ratly wicked, and do take any notice of | | 
the great 1 of Sins, Tempta- - | 

tions, Snares, Intanglements, and | 
Deliverances, which attend the ftate | * 1 
of Perſons truely gracious,and others | 
\ alſo, who in any meaſure, point 

that way, will eaſily yeild that Mat- 

. ters are ſo in effect as the Argument 
Repreſents. And as it is thus with 
particular Perſons, who have any 
concern about Religion, it is ſo with | _ 
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more of them, when joined together; 
tho? Brutiſh Men know not, neither 
do Fools underſtand theſe things. 
But againſt all this, it will be poffi- 
bly excepted. That howfoever a 
| who Prays with others may 

e conſcious to himſelf of the ſeveral 
turns of his own caſe, yet he cannot 
underftand the circumſtanced Caſes 
of others, and therefore it were ad- 
viſeable, "that he ſhould have his re- 
_ courſe to ſet Forms, as a general 
Standard. To this 1 rejoin, 1ſt, 
That no remedy can be found 
in them, which will be duely fitted 
to come home to the diſeaſe, as was 
already obſerved. 24h. All who 
te | » fearGodbelieve, and own the Lord's 


E® - 


e CO bet 0D 


rs | guiding in Prayer, and other. Dutys 
nt | of Worſhip: And as it is in this 
3 Way, that they who are exerciſed 
-Þ unto Gadlineſs are brought to know 
th | their own Caſes, and to pour out 


ay {| their Heartsunto the Lord in a ſuit- 
4 Ableneſs unto theſe Caſes ; ſo when 
my * called to be the mouth of 


g : — 5 


FT + 
others, they are alſo directed unto pur- 
poſes, which ſuit the Caſes of theſe 
in whoſe name they ſpeak, for tho? 
we be at beſt, much Strangers to 

our ſelves, and a great deal more 
eſtranged from others, yet he who 
ſearcheth the heart knoweth us all, 
and knoweth us throughly ; This 
the Scripture declares, and hath in 
all Ages been found to be the Lord's 
way, and therefore will, through his 
Bleſſing, certainly reach the effect, 
when the Devices of Men prove but | 
broken Ciſterns. 34h). As to Mi- J 
nifters they ſhould, and it is preſumed, . 
that faithful Miniſters will know the! 
Nate of their particular Congrega- || t! 
tions, better than any other Sett of J { 
—_ =>. TO eee 
If it be excepted. 24ly. That Mi- 
niſters or any elſe, who Pray in the 
name of others, may readily expreſs - 
things not proper'to be mentioned. 
by adjuſting their Prayers too nearly 
unto their own Caſes and Conflicts. 


- 
, 


other things, 4 wiſe mans 
heart diſcerneth both time 
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I Reply. x/. That the 


way of Man is not in himſelf, Jer. 1 


theywould do ſuch things, 23. . 
and much worſe if left to 


38. 3. 
themſelves. Vet 241). The Lord's 
Children who injoy the priviledge of 


the Spirit of Adoption, have the 
happineſs to be under the conduct of 

the good Spirit of God, who doth 
and will guide them ro Wiſdom-and 


diſcretion in theſe Matters and in 


Ecel. 8. 5. 


- which is alledged of a keeping ſome- 
What cloſssunto their own caſes in 
their Prayers with others, I repre- 
ſent that there is a tweet Harmony 
in the Lord's Work of Grace and 
Power upon the hearts of his People, 
which is of ſuch a nature, and of fo 
much _ nearneſs- and cloſeneſs that 


there is no fitter mean for reaching 


- | effeQually the hearts of others, then 


that the Perſon keep near unto the 
exerciſe of his own ; but Kill ſetting 


62 ) 


Believer cautiouſly to ſuppreſs. And 
ſuch a way of going about Religious 


Duties hath been ſenſibly bleſt in all 


Ages of the Church, and will conti- 


nue ſo to be, as all who fear God, 


know, and through Grace, comme- 
morate to the Praiſe of Soveraign 


and free Mercy. So much for the 
firft Query, upon which I have in- 
ſiſted long, and therefore ſhall ſub- 
join a veryfew words upon the ſecond ' 
E. Whether in caſe of Perſons their 
ung the beſt adjuſted of theſe Forms 
heir help, as to Matter, Words. 
and Order, in Publick Private. and 
Secret, it bejuſt and lawful-ſor them 
to aſtrict themſelves unto theſe Forms 


for t 


without preſſing after a free and 


more unha mpered performance of 
theſe reſpective Duties, as it may 


pleafe the Lord to furniſh, direct and 


influence them. And the rather for 
that the Arguments already adducid, 


. afide ſuch ſecret things, which Chri- 
ſtian prudence, under Heavens influ- 
ences, will direct even the weakeſt 


* „ Ch 


may be applied eaſily, and are of 
equal force againſt our reſtricting of 
I- | our ſelves unto any Form, even when 
t the beſt choſen are uſed for help; and 
1d | therefore I conclude the probative 
part of this Addreſs, with. one plain 
Argument for evincing our received. 
Sentiments on the Head, vis. What. 
ſoever is in its own nature of a ten- 
dency to obſtruct the attainment and 
juſt improvement of Gifts and Graces, 
cannot be reckoned lawful and Tight 
in that reſpeA. 8 
But a reſtricting of our ſelves. to : 
Forms of Prayer is of ſuch a nature, 
| Therefore that Reſtriction cannot | 
be reckoned juſt and lawful. 
The Major or firſt Propoſition i is 
evident in its felf, nevertheſefs for 
Confirmation we may take notice of 
that known Paſſage of Scripture. 
1 Cor. 12. 7. The manifeſtation of the. 
Spirit is given to every Man. to pro- 
fit withall; And the Parable of the 
Talents Matth. 25. from 14. is known | 
and een manifeſtly the 05. 1 
25 


n 4 
* — 


0 * » 3 
Obligation we are under' to Trade” 


with, and to Improve whatſoever |. 
Occaſions and Induements, the Lord 
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there is no difficulty i 8 
We find Phil. 4. 6, 5. the chief Parts 
of Prayer, particularly mentioned, 
Is LO” 


hath beſtowed upon us to his Glory, 
and the benefit of our own Souls, as | 
. alſo the good of others. And beyond 
doubt, that God, who hath beſtowed 
_ theſe his Goods, will require an Ac- 
count of them, which ſhould cauſe 


in the Evidence. 


us to tremble at the Guilt and Doom | ſul 
of the unprofitable Servant mentio- | yo 
ned ver. 24. and particularly in the || to 
Words which we find ver, 30. Caf | of 
ye the unprofitable Servant into utter {| te 
darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- || the 
ing of Teeth. . | eh 

The Minor or ſecond propoſition, _ | pal 
viz, That a reſtricting of our ſelves | pre 
to Forms of Prayer, obſtructs the at- | pe: 
tainment and juſt improvement of J. DE; 
Gifts and Graces. I might eafily 1 e inge 
ſtruct by an Induction of the ſeveral m; 
Parts of Worſhip, but that I think nei 
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rd | made known unto God, And with re- 
y, | ſpe to all theſe, the Nature, Spirit- 


as | ality, and Ends of Worſhip, and our 
profiting in the Exerciſe hone, Ob do 


aſſuredly require, that we ſhoul 

L eloſs and particular as the Area 
ſe | faniced Caſes can allow, and will be 
m ſubſervient to edifying "Uſes. Be- 


o- yond doubt we ought in our Prayers 
1e | to take a very cloſs and ſpecial notice 
3 of the Conduct of divine. Providence 


towards our ſelves and others, and of 
"69 © | the State and Concerns. of the Chur- 


ches of Chriſt in general, with theſe - 


- I particular Churches, unto which all 


| profeſſing. People and Believers 1 in 4 


| peculiar manner have a 


r 85 Members of Chriſts J. 1 
. myſtical Body. In like man⸗ 74 


off theſe in Whom we. have Intereft 


4 


Is ever) thing by Projer and ' Supplicatiog 
er | with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be 


rand cloſs relation, be- 8 


| ner-we ate obliged to adjuſt our Pray 
ers unto! our own Caſe, or the Caſes 


| 097-4 and ien whether in 


"M3  : 

a proper and decent acknowledgment 
*F "Ras of Sin, a humble and grate» | 7 
3 20. 32 4,5. ful expreſſing our Senſe: of | 


„ Mercies, and à free un- 
Neh. . hampered pouring forth of af 8 

19 Dan 9. &c. the Soul unto the Lord in | * 
2 =” Off Ke. Te. ſuch deſires as his Spirit nt 
= | 2283018. may imprint upon our 
il” 19.12. & Hearts, and carry us forth | - 
135 18. 12. to utter, and humbly to in- 

force, by pleading upon theſe Claims, 
| which the Goſpel Covenant affords as 
we are ſeverally ſtated before the | * 
| Lord. All this is fo manifeſt; and | ©: 
will ſo chearfully be acknowledged 3 
y Wiſdoms Children, that it were 


| 
| 1 
1 | B per eu to inlarge: And howſoe- 
0 
| 
/ 


ver others may reclaim and cavil, | ſe 
what other return can begiven them,, 
then, from a juſt compaſſion, humbly | | 
to intreat that the Lord would open 
their Eyes, Now ſecing theſe things | 
Bug require ſuch a'cloſeneſs as is |. 

| poſſible to be reached by Forms of 
Hunidh Impoſition, 1 Would think 
'" = Ur the reien which was — 


l 


| a i 7 ry 1 ON 
ziagengded is ſufficiently. ad out; 
and t he rather for as much as not on- 
y particular Perſons, but the ſeveral _ 
: | Congregations of a Church may be 
at all times ſuppoſed to be in different 
> | Circumſtances, which cannot be 
reached by one and rhe ſame Form 
impoſed upon the whole. 
Now if any aſperſe the prepending; 
| Notes. as favouring of Enthuſiaſin, I 
| ſhall only. fay for the time, that the 
Aſperſion is deſtitute of all ſhadow of. 
Ground, ſeeing nothing is therein 
advanced, beyond the Lord's ordina- 
ry way of opening and applying the 
| Scriptures of Truth (the only and 
po (ig Rule) and his drawing 
forth the Souls of his People unto him- 
ſelf, in a ſuitableneſs unto that Rule, 
>] and according unto the Scope and "MY 
Tenor of the Gojpel Covenant, which ñ⁵ 
Covenant is really attacked by ſuch a 
85 Charge; for as much as this is his Co-. 
"a1 venant with his Child ren, That iden- 
Mord and Spirit ſhall never depart from  '. 
| Phe, Fit 25. he. V 59. 21. Job. 
IC 17. I 1 1 
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17. 17. 2 Pet. 1. 19. IE a Ss ac, : 
count be deſired, it may be found in | » 
4 little Trac; Entituled, Remarks a+ Þ- ff 
boat the Spirits Operation, &c. wheres! Þ 1 
in that purpoſe is handled expreſly,” 
After I had finiſhed the preceed-" 
ing Sheets, I ſaw a Tract emitted in | 1 
Deſence of Forms by M. R. C. . va 
. Wherein I expected to have Fong: all 
Objections, but was diſappointed ; 
for that Author Fights with his own 
ſhaddow, having never once ſtated 
the Queſtion: And therefore it may 
ſuffice to repreſent that he hath be- 
ſtowed his idle Labour in Writing 
a whole Book beſide the © purpoſe. 
As to the examples of trheſe Divines 
more Old and Modern, whoſe Au- 
thority he uſeth in defence of big 
Cauſe, I ſhall only ay, that Igreat- 
ly Honour our Retormers, and'their 
other worthy Succeſſors, and do owe 
all dutiful reſpe& unto Forreign |. 
Churches, tho? yet I rcegrate the con! 
tinuance of Forms amongſt them, 4. 
fince the Reformation which I :fin-+* 


A he yy; 


r think ought to have haye g. 
ven place to the growing radiancy 
I of Goſpel Light. But not to inſiſt 1 
only 240 that the Authority of theſe: 
Divines can militat in von e 
me ſeing none of theſe whom I ju 

I reſpect, did to my knowledge, ever =. 
vance the Antitheſis of that 
aſſerted i in ſtating our preſer 


4 


#hich E. 
itDebate;! 
The little that deſerveth any confi- 


deration i in the foreſaid Tract was of- 
ten Anſwered before, for which 1 
refer the Reader to that elaborate 
FTreatiſe, Entituled, the true Non- 
Conformiſt. (wherein the profound _ 


Auchor expr eſſeth the tre Senti- 


ments and always pr ofeſſed Principles Fol 
of the Church of Scotland) publiſh- 8 
ed Anno 1671. And particularly his 
Anſwer to the fiſth Dialogue, in 
Which the Queſtion about compoſing 
and Impoſing ſet Forms is fully hgaand- 
led. As alſo to a, Print Entituled: _ 
1 Queſtio Ventilata. Nam Oratio vulgo Pets 
ate Dominica, ſit Exemplar aut For- 
5 . Printed, Anno 1705. wherein! : 
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the worthy Author ſtateth and treat. V# * 
eth the Queſtion judiciouſly and can- - 
didly. He may view alſo the Ap - 
pendix ſubjoined to a q; ſuiſtical Ef-. 
ſay upon the Lord's Prayer Printed 
that ſame year, in which and diverſe 
other Tracts, any thing this Author, 
hath of apparent ſtrength is particu- 
Z 
Nevertheleſs our new and clamo- 
rous Antagoniſt was pleaſed cautious. . | 
{ly to paſs all theſe by in filence, and 
to form his ObjeCtions as he thought 
moſt conducivly to his Intereſt. Ir 3 J 
were eaſy to detect the diſingenuit7 
and Partiality of ſuch a management; 
But that it were not juſt to weary. 
the judicious Reader, and to put him 
to a ſuperfluous expence of time 
19 and pains by unneceſſary RepetitÞ 
ons. Yet if any thing Mall be after- | 
WW wards advanced for inſtructing. the 
pretended Power of Men, to impoſe _ 
WE Set-Forms, and to bind us to a la- 
viſh obſervance of them, it ſhall be 
u rhe, Lord will) impartially con. 
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3 Advertiſement. 9 
JA 7 Hereas Sir Hugh Campbel of Calder, wass 
of erer, to lay many Grievous things 


* to the Charge of the Author of a Caſuiftical  * 
"y E Effay upon the Lord's Prayer, Printed at Edin- 
e '  {burgh, Anne 1705, and hath ſcattered theſe 
L ' / Galumnies thorow a Collection of Letters, 
£ lately publiſhedyby him, or his Order. The © 3 


Author of that Eſſay deſireth no more for his 
- __ -. Vindication, fave that the Impartial Reader 
, Would peruſe the Appendix ſubjoined te it; 
| becauſe Sir Hugh Cited no place Aon be 
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